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1. Name 
historic USS Alabama (BB 60) 

and:or common 

2. Location 
street 6 number B a t t l e s  h i p  Parkway -not for publlutlon 

city, town Mobi le - vicinity of 

state A1 a bama code 01 county Mobile County cod. 097 

3. Classification 
Cat@9orlr 0 ~ ~ 1 8 h i p  Status -sod U r  
- distrld X publk occupied - agrkulturm Xmu..um 
- building(s) - private -unoccupied -comnmchl -- 
- structure - both - work in progress - eduutlord - privata rddmce 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entwtalnment - rellgtws 
2- object - In process 1 yes: restricted - government - 8chnWk 

- k i n g  considered - yes: unrestricted - industrbl -trUr.pOrtrtkn 

4. Owner of Pro~ertv 
MIM USS A1 abama B a t t l  es-n . . 
stmet6numkr Ba t t lesh ipparkway  

city, town MO b i 1 e - vicinity of state Alabama 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. DP- nf t h ~  Navv 

street 6 number Naval Sea System lCnmmaod - 

dty, town Washinaton state DC 20362 

6. Representation in Existing Suweys 
t i tk none has this p r o m  been determkwd dlgiM.7 - y.. -- no 

dale -federal .- - s l a t e  c o u n t y  - locJ 

dopositmy for survey records -- - - .- 

clty, town stale -. 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check orn 
excellent - deteriorated ..X unaltered NIAoriginal site 

- 9 - d  - ruins -- altered moved date .. - .. . .. ---- .- . . . - 
- fair - unexposed 

- _ -- _ 
mscribo tho prmsont and original (if known) physical app~armce 

USS Alabama (BB 60) i s  the  f o u r t h  of four  South Dakota c l a s s  b a t t l e s h i p s  l a i d  
down i n  t h e  1930s and 1940s. She was b u i l t  by the  Norfolk Naval Shipyard i n  
Portsmouth, Virginia .  Her k e e l  was l a i d  on February 1, 1940 and she was launched 
on February 16,  1942. USS Alabama was commissioned on August 16,  1942. 

The des ign  of t h e  South Dakota c l a s s  was inf luenced by t h e  same l i m i t a t i o n s  a s  the  
previous  North Carolina c l a s s ,  because i t ,  too,  was in tended t o  meet Washington 
Treaty  l i m i t s .  The chief  d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  the  South Dakota c l a s s ,  including 
USS Alabama, was designed from the  s t a r t  t o  c a r r y  a 16-inch main bat tery .  To 
accommodate the  heavier  armour needed f o r  a 16-inch b a t t e r y  and keep the  required 
weight under 35,000 tons ,  t h e  wa te r l ine  l eng th  of t h e  South Dakota c l a s s  w a s  
shor tened from t h a t  of the  North Carol ina  c l a s s  while t h e  beam remained the  same. 
This change meant t h a t  t h e  South Dakota c l a s s  has a much f u l l e r  h u l l  form than 
t h e  North Carol ina  c l a s s .  More powerful engines were a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  t o  maintain 
t h e  same f a s t  speed obtained by t h e  North Carolina c lass .  * 
USS Alabama is  painted grey on m e t a l  su r faces  exposed t o  t h e  elements with t h e  
excep t ion  of a black s t a c k  cap and black "boot topping" at t h e  waterl ine.  Three 
q u a r t e r s  of the  s h i p ' s  deck i s  covered with t eak  l a i d  on a bituminous base and 
bo l t ed  t o  the  deck. USS Alabama w a s  b u i l t  wi th  two exp los ive ly -d r iven  ca tapu l t s  
on t h e  s t e r n  por t  and s t a rboard ,  f o r  launching observat ion a i rp lanes .  One of 
t h e s e  was removed and discarded dur ing the  sh ips  i n a c t i v e  period. One ca tapu l t  
is  s t i l l  i n  p lace  with a f u l l y  r e s to red  OS2U Kingfisher a i r p l a n e  i n  place. 

S p e c i f i c  s h i p  d a t a  concerning USS Alabama is: 

Length Overa l l  679 f e e t  

Maximum Beam 108 f e e t  

Design Displacement 35,000 tons  

F u l l  Load Displacement 42,500 tons  

B o i l e r s  8-Poster Wheeler 

Turbines  4 s e t s ,  Westinghouse 

Fuel  O i l  Capacity 6,959 tons 

Maximum Speed 28 knots 

Armament 9 16-inch145 c a l i b e r  Mark 6 guns 
20 5-inch138 c a l i b e r  Mark 12 guns 
Various combinations of 40 mm and 
20 mm a n t i a i r c r a f t  guns 

Crew 2,300 wartime 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1 499 
1 500-1 599 
1600-1699 

. 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 x 1900- 

Areas of Significancc--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehlstorlc community plannlng 
archeology-h~stor~c conservat~on 
agr~culture econom~cs 
architecture education 
art eng~neercng 
commerce explorat~on settlement 
commun~cations ~ndustry 

Invention 

landscape architecture religion 
. law science 

literature sculpture 
military social: 

- music humanitarian 
philosophy -. . theater 

. . politics government - transportation 
- -. other (specify) 

Specific dates  19 4 2 - 19 4 5 Builder Architect 
- -  - . Norfolk Nava l -Sh ipu rd  --- _- 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Portsmouth, Virg in i a  

General  Statement: The Role of t h e  B a t t l e s h i p  i n  World War I1 

The f i r s t  modern b a t t l e s h i p  had its i n c e p t i o n  wi th  t h e  launching of HMS Dread- 
nought by Great B r i t a i n  i n  1906. HMS Dreadnought was t h e  wor ld ' s  f i r s t  a l l -b ig-  
gun, f a s t ,  heavi ly  armoured c a p i t a l  s h i p  and he r  launching made a l l  t h e  major 
s h i p s  i n  a l l  o the r  navies  osbo le t e .  The des ign  f e a t u r e s  of HMS Dreadnought were 
r a p i d l y  copied by o t h e r  nav ies  and by 1914 t h e  modern gun heav i ly  armoured b a t t l e -  
s h i p  dominated naval  warfare. 

B a t t l e s h i p s  fought t h e i r  f i r s t  and on ly  d e c i s i v e  a c t i o n  of  World War I i n  t h e  
B a t t l e  of Ju t l and  i n  May 1916. Although t h e  B r i t i s h  f l e e t  won t h e  day and forced 
t h e  Germans t o  r e t i r e  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  of t h e i r  p o r t s ,  t h e  German des ign and con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of b a t t l e s h i p s  was shown t o  be supe r io r .  A f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  of Ju t l and ,  
t h e  Germans never again  r i s k e d  t h e i r  b a t t l e s h i p s  i n  open c o n f l i c t  with H i s  Majesty's 
f l e e t  but  turned i n s t e a d  t o  u n r e s t r i c t e d  submarine warfare.  

A f t e r  t h e  end of World War I t h e  b a t t l e s h i p  continued t o  dominate naval s t r a t egy .  
I n  an  e f f o r t  t o  reduce t h e  expend i tu res  r equ i red  t o  fund new b a t t l e s h i p s ,  t h e  
United S t a t e s ,  B r i t a i n ,  France,  Japan and I t a l y  agreed t o  a  moritorium on new 
b a t t l e s h i p  cons t ruc t ion  i n  1922 a t  t h e  Washington Naval Conference. A s  a  r e s u l t  
of t h i s  agreement, new American b a t t l e s h i p s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  were broken up and 
scrapped. No new b a t t l e s h i p s  were b u i l t  u n t i l  1936 when USS North Carol ina  was 
au thor i zed  by t h e  Congress. 

During t h e s e  years  t h e  n a t u r e  of naval  power was changing a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  
p e r f e c t i o n  of t h e  a i r p l a n e  and t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a  new c a p i t a l  s h i p  u t i l i z i n g  
t h i s  new weapon--the a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  Suppor ters  of a i r  power argued t h a t  t h e  
b a t t l e s h i p  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c a p i t a l  s h i p  of t h e  navy was obso le t e  because of t h e  
long reach of naval  a i r c r a f t .  This  view was s t rengthened e a r l y  i n  World War I1 
when t h e  B r i t i s h  c a r r i e d  out  a  c a r r i e r  s t r i k e  on t h e  I t a l i a n  b a t t l e  f l e e t  a t  
Taranto  on November 11, 1940. Subsequent Japanese c a r r i e r  s t r i k e s  on t h e  American 
b a t t l e f l e e t  a t  P e a r l  Harbor and on t h e  B r i t i s h  s h i p s  HMS Pr ince  of Wales and HMS 
Repulse confirmed t h e  new o r d e r  of  naval  s t r a t e g y .  

While t h e  r i s e  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  fo reve r  a l t e r e d  naval  s t r a t e g y  i t  d id  not  
t o t a l l y  e c l i p s e  t h e  importance of t h e  b a t t l e s h i p .  I n  both t h e  A t l a n t i c  and the  
P a c i f i c ,  o l d  American b a t t l e s h i p s  c a r r i e d  ou t  ex tens ive  bombardments on enemy 
he ld  shores  while new genera t ions  of f a s t  American b a t t l e s h i p s  e scor t ed  a i r c r a f t  
c a r r i e r s  and provided them with  a  dense t h i c k e t  of a n t i a i r c r a f t  f i r e  when necessary. 
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USS Alabama is i n  exce l l en t  condi t ion and r e t a i n s  he r  World War I1 i n t e g r i t y .  
USS Alabama w a s  decomiss ioned by t h e  navy i n  1947 and remained unaltered u n t i l  
t h e  t i m e  of he r  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Alabama as a war memorial i n  1964. In  
1983 t h e  navy removed some s p a r e  p a r t s  from USS Alabama f o r  t h e  reac t iva t ion  of 
t h e  Iowa c l a s s  ba t t l e sh ips .  
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Both o l d  and new American b a t t l e s h i p s  saw heavy se rv ice  dur ing t h e  war, providing 
cover f o r  o the r  s h i p s  and eventual ly  bombarding the  Japanese h o e  i s l a n d s  i n  1945. 
When t h e  war i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  ended on September 2, 1945, the  su r render  of the Japanese 
was signed on board t h e  b a t t l e s h i p  USS Missouri anchored i n  Tokyo Harbor. Although 
replaced by t h e  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  a s  t h e  p r inc ipa l  c a p i t a l  s h i p  of the  navy, the  
b a t t l e s h i p  saw important and use fu l  s e r v i c e  during World War XI, and contr ibuted t o  
t h e  eventual  American v ic to ry .  

USS Alabama represen t s  American b a t t l e s h i p s  t h a t  fought aga ins t  Japan i n  World War 
XI f o r  t h e  following reasons: 

1. USS Alabama is r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  South Dakota c l a s s  of American b a t t l e s h i p s  
t h a t  fought a g a i n s t  Japan i n  World War XI. Bui l t  l a t e r  than t h e  North Carolina 
c l a s s ,  t h e  South Dakota c l a s s  represen t s  the  continued American preparat ion f o r  
World War XI and t h e  development of a more advanced b a t t l e s h i p  design. 

2. Beginning i n  1943, USS Alabama saw continuous a c t i o n  i n  both t h e  European and 
P a c i f i c  Theaters of operation. USS Alabama earned nine b a t t l e  s t a r s  f o r  h e r  
World War XI se rv ice .  USS Alabama a l s o  earned the  Navy Occupation Service  
Medal P a c i f i c ,  f o r  t h e  period of 2 t o  23 September 1945. 

3. USS Alabama is  i n  exce l l en t  condi t ion and r e t a i n s  a l l  of h e r  World War XI 
i n t e g r i t y .  


